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Demand 1: Ensure Public Access to Coast and Sea

Summary

Protect public access to Malta's coast and sea as commons, by fully implementing the 2016
Public Domain Act. Ensure that public access is secured, further privatisation is prevented,
transparent enforcement structures are set up to tackle illegal encroachments, and formal
consultation mechanisms are established with harbour and coastal communities.

Demands

e Demand 1.1: Ensure the coastline is accessible to the public and prevent further
privatisation and commercialisation of public commons. Implement the Public Domain Act
(2016) to define and protect the coastal public domain. The Public Domain Act already
considers the first 15 metres of the foreshore to be public domain, and states that land
declared as public domain cannot be destroyed, sold, transferred, granted under
concession or used for commercial purposes. Strengthen enforcement of the Public
Domain Act, with legal recourse for citizens and civil society organisations, transparent
implementation and set time frames.

e Demand 1.2: Recognise harbour and coastal communities as stakeholders in shaping the
present and future of their localities. Responsible government authorities should
establish a mechanism for dialogue and consultation with residents and civil society
organisations on accessibility and environmental management.



e Demand 1.3: Create transparency on encroachments of public space by private entities
on the coast and in harbours, including clearly displayed permits, demarcation of ground,
and closure orders as consequence. Ensure there is transparent enforcement by the
relevant authorities (Planning Authority, Lands Authority) that residents can easily
contact to address and remove illegalities. Conduct annual audits of how illegalities were
addressed.

e Demand1.4:Enshrine and guarantee the location and extent of official swimming zones
in Local Plans, instead of being at the discretion of Transport Malta. Flip the narrative
when discussing and demarcating the sea close to the shore. Instead of ever diminishing
and disappearing swimming zones, enact that by default the seais accessible to people
rather than boats, and boats and other motorised vessels are only permitted in
demarcated boating zones, with the rest of the sea free to swimin, inside and outside
official swimming zones.
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Demand 2: Protect People from Pollution

Summary

Publish transparent, publicly accessible data on air, noise, and marine pollution from harbour
and maritime activities. Develop a clear and actioned national roadmap to connect all cruise
liners to shore-to-ship power by 2030, establish strict enforcement of the Mediterranean
sulphur emissions rules, advocate for equivalent nitrogen controls, and set up strict rules to
prevent pollution from maritime sectors to protect coastal ecosystems.

Demands

o Demand 2.1: Install proper and transparent air quality monitoring in active harbour and
ports, particularly downwind from the prevailing wind direction. Have at least one fixed air
pollution monitoring station in the Grand Harbour by the end of 2026 to actively and



transparently measure air pollution from harbour activities, such as the impacts from
visiting cruise liners, from the dockyards and other maritime traffic in the port. These
stations should monitor pollutants commonly associated with maritime activity including
nitrogen oxides (NO,), sulphur dioxide (SO,) and particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10),
information which should be real-time and publicly accessible.

Demand 2.2: Ensure that by 2030 all cruise liners visiting Malta's Grand Harbour connect
to shore-to-ship infrastructure. Develop and implement a clear national roadmap leading
to 2030 which sets out the progressive rollout and utilisation of ship-to-shore power
infrastructure, with timelines for implementation, targets for utilisation and the
categories of vessels expected to connect. Public authorities should publish regular and
accessible information on the utilisation of ship-to-shore power infrastructure within the
Grand Harbour, including the number of ships connecting to shore power, the duration of
connection, utilisation rates of the installed infrastructure, and estimated emissions
reductions achieved.

Demand 2.3: Enforce compliance within Maltese waters with the Mediterranean Emission
Control Area for Sulphur (SECA), implemented in 2025, which imposes stricter limits on
the sulphur content of fuels used by vessels operating within the Mediterranean, to
protect human health and the environment. Advocate for the establishment of a Nitrogen
Emission Control Area (NECA) in the Mediterranean as well, to enable stricter regulation
for ship nitrogen dioxide emissions, to enable enforcement of EU limits on NOx
pollutants.

Demand 2.4: Monitor noise pollution associated with maritime activity, including ship
engines and generators operating while vessels are at berth, port operations and
maritime traffic in main harbour areas, and pass legislation to stop operations upon
exceeding established noise pollution limits, in accordance with the EU Directive on the
Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise.

Demand 2.5: Implement strong monitoring and enforcement mechanisms for the
prevention of marine pollution, from aquaculture and boating, to protect coastal and
marine ecosystems. Monitoring of aquaculture operations should include dissolved and
undissolved organic matter residue, which can negatively impact bathers and cause
eutrophication impacting natural coastal and benthic ecosystems.
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Demand 3: Restore and Rewild Natural Ecosystems

Summary

Designate, restore and rewild coastal and marine ecosystems, recognizing their important role
for biodiversity and ecological and climate resilience. Preserve undeveloped coastal areas,
expand protected area networks, and implement strict management plans that limit the
number of boats, as well as noise and light.

Demands

e Demand 3.1: Protect coastal wetlands and seagrass meadows, by extending coastal and
marine areas designated as Marine Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special
Protected Areas (SPAs). Preserve, restore and rewild coastal wetlands and seagrass
meadows so they can function again as natural defences against coastal flooding, wave
action and sea-level changes, while improving ecological and climate resilience.
Implement a management plan for protected sites, including limits on the number of
boats and noise and light restrictions.

e Demand 3.2: Recognise the coastal areas as ecological zones where protected habitats
and species are ensured. Allow only sustainable and low-impact activities such as
swimming and diving, while restricting exploitative use of the marine and coastal
environment. Map and preserve remaining undeveloped coastal areas to protect native
flora and fauna. Where past development has destroyed coastal zones, efforts should be
made to rehabilitate and restore these areas. Restore traditional coastal features such
as salt pans.
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TOGETHER, WE ASK TO SAVE OUR SHORES,
FOR THE COMMON GOOD, NOT THE WEALTHY FEW.
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